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Rationale:

William Golding’s classic novel Lord of the Flies is an engaging story where students are forced to make critical connections between themselves and the world around them.  Students can draw on the many themes of power of peer relations, the loss of innocence, the loss of identity, power struggles, the threat of war, issues of democracy and tyranny and fear of the unknown to better understand human nature and society may functions.  Golding provides many literary techniques to further enhance the novel’s appeal and message. Students will examine the characterization, symbolism, metaphors, allegories, and various themes to interpret the text on multiple levels. 

Prescribe Learning Outcomes:

 Demonstrate and understanding of the main themes, ideas, and events of a complex novel.

Organize details on information that they have read, heard or viewed.

Making connections between ideas and information presented in literary, mass media, works and their own experiences. 

Support their opinions or respond to questions and tasks about the work they have read. 

Make connections among the themes and ideas expressed in a novel.

Demonstrate confidence in their own abilities to communicate effectively in a variety of formal and informal contexts.

Communicate to clarify their ideas, understandings and opinions. 

Unit Goals:

Students will understand the main themes, ideas and events of the novel. They will critically examine key literary and historical aspects of the novel. In addition, students will make educated judgments regarding the novel and provide sufficient evidence to support their opinions. Students will take ideas from the novel and make analytical connections to mass media and their own experience. 

ASSESSMENT

(1) Participation                     60 marks

Discussion Questions (thoughtful answers and completion)                      24 marks

Journal Writing (thoughtful reflection, completion)                                   24 marks

Class Participation (worksheets, class discussion and attendance)           12 marks

(2) Assignments               40 marks

Bottle Letter                               15 marks

Debate                                         5 marks

News Report                              10 marks

(3)Quiz                          10 marks

(4)Final Project              40 marks
________________________________________________________

TOTAL UNIT              150 marks

LESSON#1: What would it take for you to survive on a deserted island?

Objectives:

By the end of the lesson students will be able to:

Understand how the unit is planned and what is expected of them and also myself.

Work in groups and reflect on the dynamics of work group. 

Resources/Materials:

Episode of Lost

Felts and large poster paper

Activities:

(1)Introduce myself and go around class and have them introduce themselves with an interesting fact. Hand out the outline for the unit and go through it with the students. (15 minutes)

(2) Have students fill out quiz, Would you survive? Mark and discuss quiz. Have a poll which determines which student would be the most likely to survive?  (20 minutes)

(3) Show clip of Lost. (5 minutes)

(4) In groups of four have students answer questions about survival on the large poster paper. What would be the first thing you would do on a deserted island? How would you determine issues such as leadership, food and shelter? Would you have rules? Why or why not?  If so what would are the rules you would have? (20 minutes)

(5)Have each group present their ideas to the class. (10 minutes) 

(6)Discuss whether it is practicle to have a society without any rules. Why? What makes society function? 

Assessment:

Students will be evaluated on group work and discussion. 

Homework: Chapters One and Two.

LESSON #2: What is the mood created by Golding’s setting of the island?

Objectives:
By the end of the lesson students will be able to:

(1) explore Goldings use of setting 

(2) examine the appropriateness of mood and location

Resources:
Poster paper and felts

Activities:
(1) Read aloud the description of the island from the novel. Have students write in their journals what they feel or think about the island from this description? If they want they can draw the island and describe in a couple of sentences what they drew and why. (15 minutes)

(2) A short discussion on the setting of the island. Have students pick out some key features on the island. Go over each location on the island and what type of mood it creates or implies. (15 minutes)

(3) Divide the class into groups of four and have them draw the island from Golding’s description. Have them label the beach, the granite platform, the coral reef, the scar, the mountains, and the pig run. Have the students use different colours to illustrate the mood each location creates. (25 minutes)

(4) Have each group present their island maps to the rest of the class.  (10 minutes)

(5) As a class look at the first discussion questions have students write answers down. Introduce plot conflict sheet and have them in pairs fill out the first two boxes. (15 minutes)

Assessment:

Students will be assessed on group work and class discussion. 

Homework: Chapters 3 and 4. Give discussion questions to focus on.

Reading Response in journal

LESSON #3: How does symbolism work to enhance the novel?

Objective:

By the end of the lesson students will be able to:

(1) define symbolism and how it enhances literature

(2) apply symbolism to Lord of the Flies
Resources:
Video of Survivor,

Felts and Poster paper

Activities:
(1) Show video clip of Survivor. Ask students what the torch represents in the game. What does it mean when the host puts out the fire? What does the fire represent? (10 minutes)

(2) Introduce the literary device of symbolism. What does symbolism allow the author to do? Why is symbolism an important function in reading literature? Poems and songs very symbolic can provide an example of contemporary artist and get them to pick out symbols. What do the symbols represent? What are some symbols introduced in Golding’s novel? (20 minutes)

(3) Divide the class into groups of four and have each group responsible for one symbol. Each group must define what the symbol represents and provide some examples of why they feel it does from the text. Have them write information on symbol on poster paper. (15 minutes)

(4) Provide students with handout of all symbols. As groups present ideas to class, other groups write information for the symbols that they were not responsible for. (20 minutes)

(5) Have students get in groups for discussion questions regarding chapters read. Must hand in questions before they leave. (15 minutes)

Assessment:

Students will be assessed for their understanding on the symbolism posters, class discussion and discussion questions.

Homework: Chapters 5 and 6. Give discussion questions to focus on. 

Reading Response in journal. 

LESSON #4: What makes a good leader?

Objectives:
By the end of the lesson students will be able to:

(1) understand what characterization is

(2) critically determine what are attributes of a good leader and apply to the Lord of the Flies

Resources:

Pictures of world leaders  

Critical Challenges in English for Secondary Students

Activities:

(1) Put pictures of world leaders on chalkboard. What do these people have in common? What differentiates the individuals? How do you determine which leaders are good and which ones are not? (5 minutes)

(2) Have students fill out leadership profiles in pairs (data chart one).  (15 minutes)

(3) Discuss some of the answers (5 minutes)

(4) Mini-lecture on character and characterization. Go through handout on characterization with students. Have them highlight certain sections. Fill out chart on all characters as a class. How does Golding address the concept of leadership in his characters? Which characters in the novel have characteristics of leaders? (20 minutes)

(5) Have the students look at the leadership qualities of Jack and Ralph by filling out the chart individually.  (20 minutes)

(6) Go through the chart with the students. Look at differences in students opinions. Who do you think has stronger leadership qualities? (10 minutes)

(7) Have students get into their discussion groups for the chapter questions and plot the conflicts occurring up to chapters read. Have them hand in discussion questions before they leave. (15 minutes)

Assessment:
Students will be assessed on handouts, group work and discussion questions.

Homework: Chapters 7 and 8. Focus on discussion questions. 

Reading Response Journal

LESSON #5: How do the characters in the novel try attempt to use propaganda devices to acquire power?

Objectives:
By the end of the lesson students will be able to:

(1) examine propaganda devices used by the characters in the novel

(2) explore similar propaganda uses by leaders in the world around us 

Resources:

Critical Challenges in English for Secondary Students

Fahrenheit 911

Activities:

(1) Play a five minute clip of Fahrenheit 911 (5 minutes)
(2)  How did George W. Bush gain power in the United States? Is he a great leader? Why did people vote for him? How do people of authority, in your every day gain power? For example parents, teachers. and bosses. Analyse the strategies they use.  (10 minutes)

(3) Define persuasion and propaganda and ask students to provide examples of each. Reconsider these strategies along a spectrum that begins with persuasion and ends with propaganda. Ask the students to discuss the fine line where persuasion becomes propaganda. Ask students to identify techniques or devices used by propagandists and comple a list on the overhead projector. (15 minutes)

(4) When the student-list includes most of the devices defined in the handout distribute the sheet to students and ask them to highlight the propaganda devices presented in the discussion about manipulating parents, teachers, or supervisors.

(5) Organize students to work in small groups to identify propaganda techniques used by characters in Lord of the Flies and record the information on the handout. When students are finished with this worksheet have them answer the following questions and write them down in notes:Which character stands out as the greater propagandist? To what degree are the propaganda devices used successfully? What techniques are used most frequently in the novel? Why are they effective? How do these techniques enhance the inidividual leadership styles?

(6) Have students write in their reading journals a response to the question: which character in Lord of the Flies was the more powerful leader: Jack or Ralph? 

Assessment:
Students will be assessed on group work, handouts and class discussion.

Homework: Chapters  9 and 10.  

Quiz next class. Will be on Chapters 1-10.  

LESSON #6: Why did Golding write this novel?

Objectives:

By the end of the lesson students will be able to:

(1) understand what perspective Golding is writing from

(2) apply Golding’s views of the war to today’s world

Resources:

Video clip from Saving Private Ryan
Activities:

(1) Handout out quiz to students at beginning of class. (15 minutes)

(2) Play clip from Saving Private Ryan. (5 minutes)

(3) Discussion on clip. How are the scenes shown here similar to those in Lord of the Flies. Make a list on the board. What ideas represented in the novel or similar to those of war? Look at destruction of war and society. (15 minutes)

(4) Provide a brief background to the time Golding is writing. Read students some of the statements he says about war and the novel. (15 minutes)

(5)  Have students write a letter from one of the boys in the novel regarding the destructive nature of civilization. Look at issues of war mentality on the island. To be handed in for marks. Provide some examples from the novel. (20 minutes). 

Assessment: 

Students will be assessed for understanding based on the quiz and the letter. 

Homework: Chapters 11-12. Reading Response Journals

LESSON #7: What are the major themes of the novel?

Objectives:

By the end of the chapter students will be able to:

(1) define the significance of theme in literature

(2) explore the major themes in the novel 

Resources:

Newspaper article “The Littlest Killers”

Activities:

(1) Have class work on discussion questions from the past few days and fill in the plot conflict charts. Hand back their quizzes and discussion answers. (20 minutes)

(2) Put newspaper article on overhead. Have students read it silently. As a class discuss what major issues the newspaper article is addressing? How are these linked to the novel Lord of the Flies? What issues or themes does Lord of the Flies deal with that are also addressed also by the article? (10 minutes)

(3) Define theme. Have students brainstorm the themes in the novel, write these on      the chalkboard. (10 minutes)

(4) On slips of different coloured paper write the five major themes of the novel. Give each student a piece of paper. Students must find others with the same coloured paper and form a group. Each group analyses one major theme and will present it to the class at the end of class. (20 minutes)

(5) Students fill in handout on the different themes as others present. (15 minutes)

(6) Do you think Golding spends more time on certain themes than others? What theme do you think is the most important Golding is addressing in the novel? Why? (5 minutes)

Assessment:
Class discussion, presentations and group work.

LESSON 8: Should Jack, Ralph, or Roger be charged with a homocide offence under the Criminal Code for the death of Piggy in “Lord of the Flies?” 

Objective:

By the end of the lesson students will be able to:

(1)understand the significance of the murder of Piggy

(2) apply definitions from the Criminal Code of Canada to the novel

Resources:


Critical Challenges in English for Secondary Students

 Activities:

(1) Ask students if they have heard of the terms “murder” and “manslaughter”. In small groups, assign students to discuss the meaning of these types of homicide offences and to record their explanations of each. Invite a member of each group to read out their explanations of each. As a class look at the Criminal Code definitions for murder. (15 minutes)

(2) Distinguish between murder in the first degree and murder in the second degree. (5 minutes)

(3) Distribute Briefing Sheet: Conditions for Homicide and talk students through the requirements for first degree murder, second degree murder and manslaughter. (5 minutes)

(4) Assign students into groups where each member is assigned chapters to read, looking for evidence. Have students record information using data chart. (20 minutes)

(5) Present the question should Jack, Ralph, or Roger be charged with a homicide offence under the Criminal Code for the death of Piggy in Lord of the flies. Have students write a report in their response journal where they are to argue whether there is enough evidence to charge any of the boys with a homicide offence.  (20 minutes)

(6) Have students complete their discussion questions and the plot conflict sheet. (20 minutes)

Assessment:


Students will be assessed on group work and participation. 

LESSON #9: How does “Lord of the Flies” function as an allegory?

Objectives:
By the end of the lesson students will be able to:

(1) Define the term allegory

(2) Examine the novel as an allegory

Resources:
The Simpsons

Activities:

(1) In groups have students finish the class discussion questions and the plot conflict chart. Should be handed in at the end of class. (15 minutes)

(2) Watch The Simpsons version of The Lord of the Flies. (20 minutes)

(3) Discussion of the episode. Did they like the version? What’s different about this episode from the novel? How like the novel does the episode portray civilization and humanity? If you could apply the ideologies of some societies (democracy, dictatorship, militant) which characters would you label as what and why? On the board brainstorm different ideologies making connections to the novel and its characters. (15 minutes)

(4)  Define the term allegory and apply it to the novel. (10 minutes)

(5) Have students in pairs work on handout on allegory (10 minutes).

Assessment:
Students will be assessed on group participation and worksheets.

LESSON #10: Who is most responsible for the actions on the island?

Objectives:
By the end of the lesson students will be able to:

(1) Articulate effectively the outcomes of the novel

Resources:

Discoveryschool.com

Activities:

(1) As students enter class give them a slip of paper, which says Jack, Ralph or adult judge (below each card of judge it says whether parent, police or other authority figure) on it. Go over the activity with the students. One group of students is the rescued boys who should look at the entire time on the island through Jack’s point of view. One group is the rescued boys who should look at the entire time on the island through Ralph’s point of view. The final group Designate where each category will be seated in the classroom. (15 minutes)

(2) Have each group prepare questions. The judges must prepare questions for both groups. The boys should take into consideration what events each boy has firsthand knowledge of , what events did he just hear about, what each boy will say about the others and his actions. The judges need to obtain an accurate depiction of what happened on the island.( 25 minutes)

(3) After the adults have interrogated each boy the judges should meet to formulate a conclusion: Who was responsible for each development during the boys’ stay on the island? To what degree? Why do the judges hold specific boys responsible? Can also take into consideration recommendations for the boys. (25 minutes)

Assessment:
Students will be assessed on their participation in the deliberation.    

LESSON #11: Is the movie as good as the book?

Objectives:

 By the end of the lesson students will be able to:

(1) compare elements of the novel with the movie

Resources
Film version of Lord of the Flies

Activities:
(1) Hand out questions that students will answer when watching movie. Go through them to see if anyone as any questions. (10 minutes)

(2) Students watch movie and answer questions. (60 minutes)

(3) Go over the differences in the movie compared to the novel. What do they like so far? What do they not? (10 minutes)

Assessment:

Students will be assessed on the video worksheet.

LESSON #12: Is the movie as good as the book (…continued)?

Objectives:
By the end of the lesson students will be able to: 

(1) Compare elements of the novel with the movie version. 

Resources:

Film version of the Lord of the Flies

Activities: 

(1) Watch remaining part of novel. (60 minutes)

(2) Discussion. Was the movie effective? Why or why not? Do you prefer the movie or the novel? Why? (5 minutes)

(3) Time to finish questions that compare the novel and video. Hand out crossword to those who are finished. (15 minutes)

(4) Collect video questions and reading journals. 

Assessment:
Students will be assessed on their responses to the video and the discussion in class. 

Internal Conflict: The protagonist (main character/hero) has internal struggle. He or she has to make decisions on things that are in conflict with his/her values, morals, personality traits and or motives. 

External Conflict: The protagonist (main character/hero) struggles with something that is outside him/herself. The typical, man vs. man, man vs. nature, man vs. society. 


As you read Lord of the Flies, keep a record of the conflicts that you see in the story. Chapter by chapter, identify the conflicts, who or what is involved, and how they are or aren’t resolved.



	CHAPTER
	CONFLICT AND WHO’S INVOLVED
	TYPE OF CONFLICT
	RESOLUTION

	Chapter 1


	
	
	

	Chapter 2


	
	
	

	Chapter 3


	
	
	

	Chapter 4


	
	
	

	Chapter 5


	
	
	

	Chapter 6


	
	
	

	Chapter 7


	
	
	

	Chapter 8


	
	
	

	Chapter 9


	
	
	

	Chapter 10


	
	
	

	Chapter 11


	
	
	

	Chapter 12


	
	
	


Derived from http://www.monmouth.com/literature/LOTF/conflict.htm
Would You Survive?: A Survival Test
You’re lost in the wilderness, stranded atop mountain or helplessly adrift at sea! (Never mind how you got there, just play the game!) What should you do? Your very survival depends on how much you know about your present environment and situation. Answer the following questions and test your survival IQ. 

1.You’re alone in the wilds. You have no idea how long it will take for someone to find you. What is your greatest danger? 

a. Starvation and lack of water 

b. Panic 

c. Attack by wild animals, especially at night 

2.Your airliner has crashed in the mountains. You’re one of several survivors. This is what you do: 

a. Climb to the top of the nearest mountain and build a signal fire. 

b. Make short trips; a road may be nearby 

c. Stay put and wait for rescue. 

3.It’s cold and you have no fire. In order to keep warm you would: 

a. Remain motionless to conserve energy. 

b. Exercise vigorously. 

c. Cover your head. 

4.The temperature is below zero, but there are clothing and blankets in the crashed plane. Your best course is to: 

a. Bundle up with everything you can find. 

b. Avoid perspiring. 

c. Keep your feet warm. 

5.You suspect that searchers may be in the woods looking for you. You would: 

a. Scream several times. 

b. Build a fire and make smoke signals. 

c. Try to find your way toward the rescue party. 

6.A search plane flies overhead. In order to attract a plane’s attention, you: 

a. Use the mirror in your compact as a signal 

b. Wave your most colorful piece of clothing. 

c. Climb to the top of a tree. 

7.Which one of these American wild animals should you most worry about meeting? 

a. A bobcat 

b. A mountain lion 

c. A mink 

8.You’ve accidentally disturbed a grizzly bear or a female black bear with cubs and it’s obviously angry. The thing to do is: 

a. Faint, or at least pretend to faint. 

b. Moving slowly, hide behind a tree. 

c. Run as fast as you can. 

9.It’s night in the Canadian wilderness. You’re surround by wolves. Your course of action: 

a. Yell at the wolves and they will probably run away. 

b. Build a fire to keep them at a distance. 

c. Ignore them. 

10.You suspect it may be many days before you’re found. Your greatest concern is: 

a. Lack of food 

b. Lack of water 

c. Lack of shelter 

11.Your hunger pangs are serious. You must eat something. You: 

a. Chew leaves, but don’t swallow them 

b. Eat tree bark 

c. Catch and eat small snakes and insects. 

12.If you’re starving, there’s one tasty wild animal you can capture without traps or weapons: 

a. Cottontail rabbit with young 

b. Woodchuck 

c. Porcupine 

13.Of hazards you may face in the wilderness, you should concern yourself least about: 

a. A poisonous snake bite. 

b. A sprained ankle 

c. Lack of pure drinking water. 

14.The mosquitoes are numerous and too hungry for comfort. Your best recourse is to: 

a. Use perfume, if you have any, as a repellent. 

b. Build a fire and stay in its smoke. 

c. Sit very still. 

15.Your airliner has crashed in deep snow and the temperature is below zero. The warmest place you can be is: 

a. In the plane’s broken fuselage 

b. Under the snow 

c. Inside a tent made of seat cushions and parachutes. 

16.When snow is on the ground, snow blindness is a danger. You have no sunglasses, therefore you: 

a. Close your eyes frequently as soon as they start hurting. 

b. Shade your eyes whenever the sun is shining. 

c. Shade your eyes whether there is sunshine or not. 

17.A sever electrical storm occurs. Where is the safest place to be? 

a. In the open, away from all trees. 

b. In a forest, which will also shelter you from the rain. 

c. Under the tallest tree, which will bleed off the electrical charge. 

18.It’s very cold. Another survivor of the plane crash tells you that you have a white spot on your nose--frostbite! You: 

a. Warm the spot with your hand. 

b. Rub it with snow. 

c. Cover your face with cloth or fur. 

19.You have no water, but the crashed plane has the usual supply of beverages. To quench your thirst, you should drink: 

a. Scotch 

b. Beer 

c. Soft drinks 

20.You know if you walked west you would find a highway, but you haven’t got a compass. To find your way, you would utilize the knowledge that: 

a. Moss grows on the north side of trees. 

b. The sun’s shadow is a direction finder. 

c. The tops of tall trees point east. 

21.A danger in the woods can be a fox or a raccoon with rabies. You can recognize an infected animal because it: 

a. shows no sign of fear 

b. howls and whimpers 

c. foams at the mouth 

22.Your airliner has crashed at sea. You’re in the water waiting to be picked up by a life raft. Sharks appear! You: 

a. Kick them off as they approach. 

b. Try not to worry—you know they won’t touch you if you’re not bleeding. 

c. Put your head under the water and yell. 

23.You’re in a life raft at sea without drinking water and desperately thirsty. You would drink: 

a. Sea water—it’s safe to ingest in moderate quantities. 

b. Urine—repulsive thought, but you’ll need it, to replenish body moisture. 

c. The blood of sea birds. 

24.Your airliner has been forced down in the burning hot desert. Our best plan it to: 

a. Remain in the shade, moving as little as possible. 

b. Take off all the clothing you can and breath thorough your mouth. 

c. Stay active so perspiration will cool you. 


  
  

Scoring: Give yourself one point for each correct answer.
· 22-23 points: Splendid! You might consider a career as a wilderness explorer. 

· 18-21 points: Resourceful! You can make it on your own. 

· 12-17 points: You’re a fair woods person but don’t go on long hikes by yourself. 

· 11 or under: Stay in the cafeteria, you may get lost in the hallways. 

Would You Survive? ANSWERS

Your survival IQ

1 (b)Panic is your greatest danger, keep cool. As Uncas might say, your not lost: the wigwam is lost. 

2.(c ) stay with the plane. It’s large and might be spotted by air searchers. Leave it, even if only for a short trip and you might not be able to find your way back. 

3. (c ) Put on a hat! Improvise something if you don’t have on. Cover your neck and ears as well. Most loss of body heat is from the bare head and hands. 

4. (b) Perspiring can be fatal in extreme cold; you’ll freeze faster. Wear just enough to keep feeling slightly chilly. 

5. (a) Best is to yell three times at five-second intervals. Three is the international distress signal. The first shout will attract the searcher’s attention; the others will enable him to determine your location. 

6. (a) Signal with the mirror in your compact or any other shiny surface. Hold the reflector flat toward the plane and tilt it back and forth slightly so the pilot will see it flash. 

7. ( c) Mink may make a nice coat, but it’s one of the few wild animals that will attack unprovoked. A mountain lion will run immediately, as will a bobcat.

8. (a) Faint. Or play dead. The bear may come up and smell you, but that’s all. If you run, it will chase you. 

9. (c ) Ignore them! There has never been an authenticated instance of wolves attacking a person. 

10. (b) You can survive for weeks without food but only eight days without food. Your body is eighty percent water. Your body needs three quarts a day to avoid dehydration. 

11. Two correct answers: (c ) East snakes, and insects, if you can; they’re nourishing food. However, you might find (b) tree bark more palatable-the white and green inner bark of evergreens, birches, and willows.

12. (c) The porcupine was once called the “woodman’s friend” because it is the only wild animal a starving woodsman can run down and immobilize with a stick. 

13. (a) Poisonous snake bite is statistically the least likely outdoor accident.

14. (c ) Ignore your tormentors. Let them bite and don’t scratch if you have the will power not to. The mosquito injects an anticoagulant in order to suck blood through its tiny capillary stinger than takes back most of this substance during its meal. Since the anticoagulant causes most of the irritation, it’s best not to keep interrupting the mosquitoes. 

15. (b) Under the snow. Bury yourself in it. The temperature there isn’t much lower than 32 degrees, and the snow blanket acts as an insulator.  

16 (c) You must shield your eyes even when the snow fields are cloudy. Snow blindness gives no warning; it occurs about six hours after exposure to intense light. To protect yourself, make a face mask from a handkerchief or a piece of cloth with two very small slits you can peek through. 

17. Lightening often strikes a tall, isolated object, such as a tree, building or person in an open field. It also prefers a very high tree in a forest. The safest place is (b ) among the short forest trees growing in the lowest ground. 

18. Frostbite means your nose is frozen. By no means rub yourself with snow. Treat the affected part gently and (a) defrost it by holding your cupped hand over it. You’ll know it’s thawing when it begins hurting.

19. The Scotch will not help your water supply. Soft drinks sound like the answer, but according to nutritional authorities, the sugar (sometimes caffeine) they contain will cause you to burn up energy too fast. (b) drink the beer, but drink it sparingly. 

20. Moss grows on the north side of trees, but can you tell moss from lichen? (b) Use the sun’s shadow. Push a foot long stick vertically into the ground and make a mark at the tip of its shadow. Wait a half-hour and make another mark at the shadow’s tip. A line drawn from the second mark to the first will point approximately west. 

21. Foaming at the mouth is not a symptom of rabies, but of fits or distemper, and a rabid animal seldom if ever howls. But (a) if it shows no fear of you, although it certainly has scented  you, then be careful. Don’t attract its attention by moving; avoid it even if you have to climb a tree. 

22. Sharks are unpredictable. Usually the scent of blood is what draws their attention, but sometimes they’ll attack without it. Occasionally it’s possible to scare them away by kicking, but skin-divers (who should know) sear by (c) putting their heads under the water and yelling. 

23. Not savory, but it means survival: (c ) drink the blood of sea birds-they will come down and peck at a fish line in the water with almost anything shiny on its hook. 

24. The idea is to conserve all the body moisture possible, so (a) sit in the shade of the plane and remain motionless to keep from perspiring and keep your clothes on. Also: no unnecessary chatter; breath though the mouth wastes moisture, too. 

Derived from: http://www.monmouth.com
Discussion Questions

These questions are to help guide your reading. You are responsible for completing the questions alongside the reading.

Chapter 1
1.How is Simon different from Ralph and Jack? Provide examples from the novel.

2. Is the island welcoming or hostile? Provide examples to support your answer.

Chapter 2

1.Discuss the differences between’s Jack’s approach to leadership and Ralph’s approach to leadership.

Chapter 3

1. Does Jack’s desire to kill a pig fit into either of the group’s two main priorities established by Ralph? Is Jack concerned with the group’s welfare?

2.Discuss the charter of Simon. How is he similar or different than the other characters? Do you think that Simon could be seen as a representation of any other figure?

Chapter 4

1. Jack masks himself with clay and charcoal. What effect does this have on his behaviour? What is the purpose of any mask either real or imagined?

2. Why does Golding include the passage about Henry, Percival, and Johnny and later Roger and Marcie? Why is this passage important to the novel?

Chapter 5

1. Discuss the degeneration of beliefs, behaviour, appearance, rules and order. Provide at least three examples.

2.None of the boys, not even Ralph or Jack, doubts for a moment that Sam and Eric have seen a beast. Why are they all so ready to accept the presence of such a beast? How does the atmosphere change on the island?

Chapter 6

1.Why is Simon the only one to doubt the existence of the beast? Do you think this is significant? Why or Why not?

2. Why do Ralph and Jack both insist on going after the beast? How do their motivations differ?

Chapter 7
1. In this chapter there is a shift in power. What evidence throughout the chapter supports this statement.

2.Why does Simon tell Ralph “you will get back all right”?

Chapter 8

1. Even though Jack enumerates Ralph’s faults, none of the boys is willing to oust Ralph as Chief. What explanation can you offer for this?

2.Explain the discussion between Simon and the “lord” of the flies.

3. Why is the killing of the sow discussed in such detail? Pay close attention to the language in the description. 

Chapter 9

1. The Lord of the Flies predication that Simon would be killed by the other boys proved to be accurate. Did you expect this? Was Simon interfering or was he trying to save them from the real beast-themselves? Who could Simon be compared to?

2. Why do Ralph and Piggy join the dance?

Chapter 10
1.Throughout the chapter there are additional references to further degeneration of beliefs, behaviour, relationships, rules, order. Discuss and provide examples.

2. What is the significance of the title “The shell and the glasses”?

Chapter 11
1.Why does Roger shove his way past Jack, only just managing to edge him aside?

2. Ralph’s and Piggy’s biggest problem is their inability to comprehend the depths to which people will sink. Discuss.

Chapter 12
1. Do you consider the ending optimistic or pessimistic? Discuss

2. What is the inherent irony of the chapter?

(Source: Garth Convery December 5, 2002)
Symbolism in Lord of the Flies
Symbolism is the narrative technique used to give significance or deeper meaning to certain people or objects, which represent some other figure. For example, a rose can be a symbol of love. Depending on the colour of the rose it may mean a particular kind of love (i.e. red roses symbolize passion and pink roses represent friendship). 

What do each of the following item from Lord of the Flies represent on a symbolic level?

	SYMBOL
	MEANING

	The conch shell


	

	Piggy’s specs


	

	The island


	

	The “Scar”


	

	The Beast


	

	Lord of the Flies


	

	The signal fire


	

	Ralph


	

	Jack


	

	Simon


	

	Piggy


	


CHARACTERIZATION

Characterization is the act of creating and developing a character. A writer can use direct characterization when stating or describing a character’s traits. Indirect characterization is when an author shows a character’s personality through his or actions, thoughts, feelings, and words, or through another character’s observations and reactions. Indirect characterization relies on on the reader to put together the clues in order to figure out the character’s personality. It is important to remember that characterization relies upon the character’s traits and not upon his or her physical appearance. 

Complete the chart below with each character’s physical description, the traits he demonstrates at the beginning of the novel, and changes (if any) the character exhibits as he moves through the novel. 

	
	Physical Description
	Early Traits
	Changes

	Ralph


	
	
	

	Jack


	
	
	

	Piggy


	
	
	

	Simon


	
	
	

	Roger


	
	
	

	Sam and Eric


	
	
	


CHARACTER

1.ESCAPE FICTION

A. tends to emphasize plot and action

B. tends to present relatively simple characters-stereotype/flat characters

C. tends to present an attractive main character with which the reader can identify

D.tends to give an unreal picture of life-story lines are predictable and formula

E. purpose is to entertain

2.INTERPRETIVE FICTION

A.tends to emphasize character and theme

B. tends to present complex characters (neither black nor white. Not easily labelled)

C.tends to use a central character who is not necessarily attractive internally-tends to use characters who are very human-the reader can easily relate to them

D.enables us to know people,to understand them and to have compassion for them (perhaps more than in real life)

E.purpose is to enlighten and teach

Protagonist-good or bad central character

Antagonist-forces against the protagonist (persons, or things or conventions of society or traits of his own character)

3.METHODS OF PRESENTING CHARACTERS

A.Direct presentation

-author tells us by exposition or analysis. (This method can not be used alone or the story becomes an essay. The author editorializes.

B.Indirect presentation

-author shows us the character in action and we infer or guess what he is like form the clues in his actions and speech. When characters are dramatizes, they are more real and their fate affects us emotionally.

4. Other Principles of Characterization

A.Characters must be consistent in behaviour

B.Characters must be clearly motivated

C.Characters must be plausible

5. Kinds of Characters

A. Flat characters-one or two traits are presented

B.Stock character (or stereotype) a flat character who appears so often that his traits are well-known

            e.g.cruel stepmother or aunt

C.Round characters-(complex and many sided) like people in real life, plausible

D.Static character-same at the end of the story as at the beginning

E. Developing character-(dynamic) by the end of the story an important and basic change in some aspect of the character, personality or outlook as occurred

BUT TO BE CONVINCING, change must be….

1.within the possibilities of the character

2.sufficiently motivated

3.occurring over reasonable long period of time

F. Character Foils

Characters must contrast strongly, so that the traits of each are emphasized by contrast with those of the other

            Good-Evil

            Generous-Cheap

“FICTIONAL LIFE BEGINS WHEN AN AUTHOR BREATHES INTO HIS CHARACTER AND CONVINCES US OF THEIR REALITY”

LEADERSHIP PROFILES

	Name of school leaders
	Leadership qualities

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Name of community leaders
	Leadership qualities

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Names of national/international leaders
	Leadership qualities

	Martin Luther King Jr
	He stood up for his beliefs even when they were unpopular.



	
	

	
	

	
	


Blackline Master: Critical Challenges Across the Curriculum

Data Chart #1

Jack’s and Ralph’s Leadership

List the five most important attributes of good leadership in the column on the left. Look for evidence from the novel that suggests whether or not Jack and Ralph possess these attributes. Rate the extent to which each character exhibits these attributes on the following scale.

1=not at all               2=somewhat
         3=definitely

	
	JACK
	
	RALPH
	

	Leadership Qualities
	Evidence from the novel
	Rating
	Evidence from the novel
	Rating

	Respect for the ideas and opinions of others
	Jack speaks out of turn, disregarding the conch
	3

2

1
	
	3

2

1

	
	
	3

2

1
	
	3

2

1

	
	
	3

2

1
	
	3

2

1

	
	
	3

2

1
	
	3

2

1

	
	
	3

2

1
	
	3

2

1

	
	
	3

2

1
	
	3

2

1


Blackline Master, Critical Challenges Across the Curriculum

Propaganda in Lord of the Flies

	Propaganda Device
	First example
	
	Second example
	

	1. Selection


	
	J

R
	 
	J

R

	2. Repetition


	
	J
R
	 
	J
R

	3. Lying


	
	J

R
	 
	J

R

	4. Rhetorical    

    Question


	
	J

R
	 
	J

R

	5. Target the 

    enemy


	
	J

R
	 
	J

R

	6. Assertion


	
	J

R
	 
	J

R

	7. Bandwagon


	
	J

R
	 
	J

R

	8. Comparisons


	
	J

R
	 
	J

R

	9.Embarassment


	
	J

R
	 
	J

R

	10.Humor
	Jack makes fun of Piggy by calling him “fatty”
	J

R
	Ralph tells the boys to call Piggy

“Piggy” 
	J

R


Source: Blackline Master, Critical Challenges across the Curriculum

EVIDENCE FOR HOMICIDE

	Conditions for the homocide
	Jack
	Ralph
	Roger



	FIRST DEGREE MURDER

	Planned and deliberate


	
	
	

	Money or Values given


	
	
	

	Victim is law enforcement officer


	
	
	

	Involves hijacking, kidnapping or rape


	
	
	

	Was previously convicted of murder


	
	
	

	REDUCED TO MANSLAUGHTER

	Heat of passion


	
	
	

	Over-powering insult


	
	
	

	Heavily toxicated


	
	
	

	Mentally incapacity


	
	
	

	Unforeseen death


	
	
	


Quotations: William Golding (from Talk:Conversations with William Golding)

· “I saw that humanity had been fighting against itself in a kind of endless war.” (Biles p.34)

· “Then I wrote Lord of the Flies; which was things I had come to believe during the war.” (p.33)

· “All this had nothing to do, directly with Nazis or anything; it has much to do with people. One had one’s nose rubbed in the human condition.” (p.33)

· “What the Nazis were doing, they were doing because certain capacities in tehm, certain deficiencies, certain anything you like in them, had been freed, and they were just people like us in different circumstances.” (p.34)

· “(Piggy) dismisses the beast, he dismisses the beastie; he says there aren’t such things as ghosts, not understanding that the whole of society is riddled with ghosts. It may be their parents’ ghosts, but it’s still ghosts. (p.13)

· “I am, up to a point, inside Ralph’s skull, and he is weeping for the end of innocence and the darkness of man’s heart..”(p.12)

· “But, look out. The evil is in us all.” (p.29)

· “Ah, but you see the point; he (Jack) was “part” of society; on the island he is “all” of it. (p.30)

· Their (the boys) desire, their real wish for authority is to dominate other people. If they can do this legally, that is triumph for everybody.” (p.31)

ALLEGORY

An allegory is a story with more than one level of meaning—a literal level and one or more symbolic levels. An allegory allows a writer to tell a story about literal characters and to make a moral, religious, or political point. In the Lord of the Flies, the author makes direct comments on life and society through the use of allegory. Besides having a literal surface meaning, the events, settings or characters also stand for ideas or qualities and have a second meaning on that level. Golding reserves his allegory for certain aspects of society. For each of the characters below, identify Golding’s allegorical identication with society. 

	Character
	Identification with Society

	Ralph
	Ralph represents the struggle for order and democracy in a society. This is evident by his attempting to set up some semblance by using the conch shell.

	Jack


	

	Piggy


	

	Simon


	

	Roger


	

	Sam and Eric


	


Lord of the Flies Crossword Puzzle 
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	Across 

1 Where does the pilot land? (8)
4 The naval officer rescues the boys because he saw the ... . (5)
6 The fight with Jack and his hunters results in Piggy's broken ... . (5)
7 What nationality does the naval officer have? (7)
9 Who gives Ralph meat from Jack's fester [chapter 12] ? (3)
11 When it begins to rain and Ralph asks Jack, "Where are your shelters? What are you going to do about that?", Jack leads the boys to the ... . (5)
12 What sort of weapon is Jack using to hunt pigs? (9,5)
14 Ralph's common action throughout the novel is standing on the ... . (4)
16 Blown by Piggy, the ... is a symbol of authority, order and civilization (5)
18 How are the young children called? (8)
22 For what purpose does Jack want his choir used? (7)
23 Percival forgets his ... . (4)
24 The tribe burnt the island in order to ... Ralph. (4)
26 What does Ralph call Jack so that it provokes a feast [chapter 11] ? (5)
27 When Ralph says "Smoke - we want smoke." he seems to forget why and is reminded by Piggy that smoke means ... . (6)
29 How many huts have the boys managed to build? (3)
30 Who calls the assembly to discuss the beast? (4)
32 "We've got to have special people looking after the fire. Any day there may be a ship out there." Who is speaking here? (5)
34 What's the first word the naval officer says to Ralph? (5)
35 Ralph find himself wishing he could ... a pig. (4)
36 Finally the boys are rescued because of the huge ... on the island. (4)
37 What's the first sign of the adult world? (11)
38 What makes the dead pilot move? (4)
39 At first, what does the island seem to be? (8)
	Down 

2 Golding's characters, a group of Englisch school boys, find themselves on a tropical island as a result of an ... ? (6,3)
3 What did the attackers steal from Piggy [chapter 10] ? (7)
4 What does Ralph spot on the horizon in chapter 4 ? (4)
5 After the death of Simon, the excuse the four bigguns left together give to each other is it was an ... . (8)
6 "A ... sharpened at both ends" What is missing? (5)
8 How are the twins called [common name] ? (8)
10 Ralph, Piggy and ... do not join Jack's tribe. (5)
13 The naval officer evaluates the activity on the island as ... . (3)
15 Ralph's figure is described as ... . (8)
17 Directly after Piggy's death Jack orders the ... of the twins. (7)
19 The ... is the "reason it's no go". (14)
20 What does Roger throw to bother Henry? (6)
21 Piggy's most common action is to ... his specs. (6)
25 "I don't believe in no ghosts, ever." Who is speaking here? (5)
28 "The conch doesn't ... on this end of the island". Complete the sentence. (5)
31 When Simon comes out of the forest to tell the truth about the beast, he gets ... . (6)
32 Who releases the rock that kills Piggy and destroys the conch [chapter 11] ? (5)
33 While he's an outcast in the forest, Ralph knocks over the ... . (8)
37 The Lord of the Flies is a ...'s head. (3)
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PLOTTING CONFLICT IN LORD OF THE FLIES                                                                  





 

















